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that divisional councils should be instituted, with the object
of organising efficient public services under the control of local
bodies, in place of those which are at present provincial.    With
the financial resources at the disposal of the divisional council,
it would be possible to maintain graded services "with a regular
flow of promotion and possibilities of transfer, which would
result in securing a class of candidates for the service of local
bodies much superior to that which would be obtainable if
every board were to attempt to secure its own   superior   cadre.
By this means, it would be possible to secure increasing effi-
ciency among the officials of the municipalities and the boards,
and also to secure the co-ordination of the activities of local
bodies in a sphere intermediate   between the district and the
provincial administrations.    It may  also  be   mentioned  that
reformation of the village committees is under consideration.
In Bihar and Orissa and in the Central Provinces, there were
no particular marked developments in
local  self-government,   district  boards
in particular being hampered by their
inability to undertake important works of construction  owing
to    the   difficulties   of   securing  materials.    But     in    these
provinces generally and also in Burma, it may be stated that
there was a   considerable   awakening  of    public  interest  in
the whole topic of local self-government, stimulated by discus-
sion of constitutional reforms.
As a symptom of the vitality of the institutions of local
self-government  in  India,  it may be
Local   Self-Goverrment   mentioned  that  they  rendered  excel-
tested by disease and scar-    lent service ^ seconding the efforts of
the Central and Provincial Govern-
ments in grappling with two of the most important administra-
tive problems which occurred during the period under review,
namely, the incidence of epidemics and the high prices of com-
modities. Reference is made in other places to both these .topics,
and an attempt has been made to estimate their influence upon
the general course of events. It will, however, be convenient
here to summarise briefly the measures taken by the Adminis-
tration in dealing with both of them. The monsoon of 1917, as